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Abstract (Adapted from Patricia Mellencamp, “Making History: Julie Dash”)

In the 1940s during World War II, Mignon Dupree, a light-skinned African-American passing for white, is an executive assistant at National Film Studio. She longs to become a producer in this industry that has erased her participation. While she fends off advances from the boss’s son, she is given the difficult task of salvaging a musical that has lost sync in the production numbers. A young black singer, Esther Jeeter, is brought in to dub the voiceover for the blonde, white star, Leila Grant. Esther soon recognizes Mignon’s heritage, as does the boss’s lecherous son…
Cast:

Mignon Dupree (Lonette McKee)


Esther Jeeter (Rosanne Katon)


Laddy Ashley



Ned Bellamy



Sandy Brooke



John Childers



Rita Crafts



Johnny Crear



Jack Lundi Faust



John MacBride



Lisa Phelps



Jack Radar
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How does Illusions compare with Imitation of Life as a text on racial passing? Note examples to discuss.
2.  How do issues of voice/silence, resistance, and self-representation factor in Illusions? How do these themes in this film compare to similar themes in other works we’ve studied? Find examples to discuss.
3.  Consider the Black Film Aesthetic. How does Illusions relate to other films we've studied for class?
4.  After you screen Daughters of the Dust, compare it to Illusions. What similarities and differences in theme and style do you notice in Dash’s films? 
